Easter 4 The Good Shepherd.

| hope that you enjoyed the start of this homily and the beautiful birdsong. |
hope you all got up early this morning for International Dawn Chorus Day. The

Wildlife Trust calls it a celebration of nature’s symphony.
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Over the past weeks many people have commented on the fact that as the

daily noise of traffic has subsided the birds can be heard more clearly. In fact

Canon Neal has engaged via email with a number of the community about

identifying different birds through their singing.
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It is now so much easier to hear the birds as the noise level in our city has
decreased. While it is nice for us as humans to listen to the birdsong, that song
has a different effect on other birds. What the birds are saying to each other
through their song is keep off, this is my territory. They are protecting their

space and their future offspring.
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In today’s Gospel reading from John we have heard the parable of the Good
Shepherd. Another story of protection and care. Jesus is described as the good
shepherd who protects and looks after his own. It is an amazing image of the

way in which human beings matter intimately to God.
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God delicately, respectfully and generously cares for people. God is not bound
by prejudice. The shepherd delights in knowing his sheep and because he
knows them he can give them what they need to live. And the flip side is that
because they the sheep know the shepherd’s voice and his care for them, the
sheep dare to exit the safe pen, the sheepfold, trusting that, in the shepherd’s

hands the journey will be safe and lead to fulfilment.
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In this distressing time | wonder how you see this image of God and | wonder

how you understand the Good shepherd for today?

piS (o0 S 1) S Gl S s min e AP 1) A L Ga il gy gle) il 2

¢

In the Exploring the Sunday Gospel at home material, written by the Canon
Theologian we were invited to think about the Good Shepherd. We were
invited to think about the Good Shepherd Calling us by name and we were

invited to reflect upon Jesus the Good Shepherd in our lives.
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As | continue to reflect on the questions posed | am led to believe that in easy
and difficult times, the Good Shepherd calls us to him, he calls us to follow him
he calls us to an intimate relationship with him. Unlike the birds in our dawn
chorus who are protecting their territory, God is saying come to me all who are
weary and | will give you rest and comfort, You are mine and | have called you
by name. Amen
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