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LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL

The Gathering

We stand
The Greeting

The President greets the people

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be you

and also with you.

The President introduces the service.
Prayers of Penitence
The Deacon says
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart God will not despise.
Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion,
and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith.

We kneel or sit as the choir sings Kyrie Eleison
Kyrie eleison Lord, have mercy.

Christe eleison. Christ, have mercy.
Kyrie eleison Lord, have mercy.



The Deacon says
Come, let us return to the Lord and say:

Lord our God,

in our sin we have avoided your call.
Our love for you is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.

Have mercy on us;

deliver us from judgement;

bind up our wounds and revive us;

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The President says

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect

The President says
Let us pray.

Silence is kept.

God of compassion, whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of
Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross
drew the whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our
daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power
of your presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.



The Liturgy of the Word
Reading: Ephesians 5. 8 - 14
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.
Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in
all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is
pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to
mention what such people do secretly; but everything
exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
‘Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

At the conclusion of the Gospel Reading, the choir sings a portion of

The Lent Prose
Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us:
for we have sinned against thee.

Sins oft committed, now we lay before thee:
with true contrition, now no more we veil them:
grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution.

We stand.



Gospel Reading
John 9. | - 25
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His
disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this
man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s
works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one
can work. As long as | am in the world, | am the light of the
world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s
eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to
see. The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a
beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” Some were saying, ‘It is he.” Others were saying, ‘No,
but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, ‘I am the man.” But
they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He
answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went
and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, ‘Where
is he? He said, ‘l do not know.’

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly
been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the
mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to
ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He
put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” Some of
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
observe the sabbath.” But others said, ‘How can a man who is
a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they
said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight until they called the parents of the man who



had received his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who
you say was born blind? How then does he now see? His
parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he
was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he
sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of
age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because
they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of
age; ask him.

So for the second time they called the man who had been
blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that
this man is a sinner.” He answered, ‘| do not know whether he
is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind, now
| see’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Homily
Silence may be kept.

We stand.
Affirmation of Faith
The President says

Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,

and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us with power from on high.
We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace
We stand.

The President says

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us access to his
grace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Preparation of the Table
Taking of the Bread and Wine

Just as | am, without one plea,

but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bidst me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, | come.

Just as | am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings within, and fears without,
O Lamb of God, | come.

Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind;
sight, riches, healing of the mind,
yea, all | need, in thee to find,

O Lamb of God, | come.

Just as | am, thou wilt receive,

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
because thy promise | believe,

O Lamb of God, | come.

Just as | am, thy love unknown
has broken every barrier down;
now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, | come.



Just as | am, of that free love
the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove,
here for a season, then above,

O Lamb of God, | come.
Words: Charlotte Elliott (1789 — 1871)
Tune: Saffron Walden; Arthur Brown (1830 — 1926)

The President says

God of mercy and compassion,

your Word calls us home to faith and love.
Accept all we offer you this day;

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you

and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and good

to give you thanks and praise,

almighty God and everlasting Father,

through Jesus Christ your Son.

For in these forty days

you lead us into the desert of repentance

that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline
we may grow in grace

and learn to be your people once again.

Through fasting, prayer and acts of service

you bring us back to your generous heart.
Through study of your holy word

you open our eyes to your presence in the world
and free our hands to welcome others

into the radiant splendour of your love.

As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast
with joyful hearts and minds

we bless you for your mercy



and join with saints and angels
for ever praising you and singing

The choir sings

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth.

Pleni sunt czli et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.

The President continues

We praise and bless you, loving Father,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;

and as we obey his command,

send your Holy Spirit,

that broken bread and wine outpoured

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.

The Deacon says
Jesus Christ is Lord:



The choir sings

O Saviour of the world,

who by thy cross and precious blood hast redeemed us,
save us, and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord.

The President continues

Lord of all life,

help us to work together for that day

when your kingdom comes

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.

Look with favour on your people,
gather us in your loving arms

and bring us with all the saints

to feast at your table in heaven.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



Breaking of the Bread

The President breaks the consecrated bread.
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Giving of Communion

The President says the invitation to communion

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
world. Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, | am not worthy to receive you,

but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

During Communion the choir sings

Agnus Dei
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem.

Communion Motet

Prayer after Communion

The President says

Loving God, as a mother feeds her children at the breast
you feed us in this sacrament

with the food and drink of eternal life:

help us who have tasted your goodness

to grow in grace within the household of faith;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.



The Dismissal

We stand to sing

Jesus, good above all other,
gentle Child of gentle mother,
in a stable born our brother,
give us grace to persevere.

Jesus, cradled in a manger,

for us facing every danger,

living as a homeless stranger,
make we thee our King most dear.

Jesus, for thy people dying,

risen Master, death defying,

Lord in heaven, thy grace supplying,
keep us to thy presence near.

Jesus, who our sorrows bearest,

all our thoughts and hopes thou sharest,
thou to us the truth declarest;

help us all thy truth to hear.

Lord, in all our doings guide us;
pride and hate shall ne’er divide us;
we'll go on with thee beside us,

and with joy we'll persevere.
Words: Percy Dearmer (1867 — 1936)

Tune: Quem Pastores Laudavere; German |5™ Century Melody
adapted by Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872 — 1958)



Blessing

The President says
The Lord be with you.
and also with you.

May the Father from whom every family

in earth and heaven receives its name

strengthen you with his Spirit in your inner being
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

The Deacon says
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

The ministers and people depart.



